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My favorite season 
Every season is special at Biltmore, but I have a particular favorite—spring. It’s a time when the entire 

estate freshens up after its long winter nap, and everything begins to take on new life and new 

energy. I invite you to celebrate the renewal of our gardens and landscape during this beautiful time.

Bill Cecil, President & CEO of Biltmore, and George Vanderbilt’s great-grandson  
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I was anticipating the shipment of costumes 
for our new exhibition, but I didn’t anticipate my 
reaction when I opened the boxes. Looking at 

beautiful clothing always makes it a good day—but 
when I saw the gorgeous details of each piece,  

I knew it was going to be a great day!  

Laura Overbey,  
Collections Manager 

Costume detail with lavish beading
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A spectacular spring landscape at Biltmore
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When Landscape Architect Frederick Law 

Olmsted originally envisioned the Walled 

Garden, he planned an English-style 

kitchen garden that would produce herbs, 

fruits, and vegetables for Biltmore House. 

But George Vanderbilt had other ideas, 

preferring “a garden of ornament” so that 

his family and friends could enjoy the 

color and fragrance of blooming flowers. 

Guess whose opinion won?

This garden has flourished within its 

massive stone walls and continues to 

enchant guests just as it did a century ago. 

In mid-March, bright yellow and white 

daffodils burst open in the patterned beds, 

followed by a parade of early-April tulips 

in dazzling shades of purple, pink, white, 

and orange. By May, stunning spring 

annuals of different colors, textures, and 

sizes will take their place.

“I recommend that you go to the formal 

gardens first during Biltmore Blooms, 

then visit Biltmore House,” said Susanne 

Woodell, Historic Gardens Manager. “I 

especially love to see the tulips on April 

mornings when they are tighter in bud 

and the colors are brighter.”

Today we still have some of the same 

flowers that George Vanderbilt enjoyed 

planted in the Walled Garden, including 

tulips, irises, and roses. There are also 

some interesting new varieties growing in 

a trial border across from the Gardener’s 

Cottage. “For spring,” Susanne said, “we 

grow different tulips and daffodils for color 

combinations and bloom times to see if they 

will work in our gardens in the future.”

Olmsted designed all of Biltmore’s 

formal gardens as a series of outdoor 

rooms to encourage people to enjoy the 

natural world. The Vanderbilts often used 

the gardens as a setting for parties, like a 

1919 birthday celebration for Cornelia’s 

best friend, Rachel “Bunchy” Strong. In 

late spring, invitations were sent to about 

75 people, requesting their presence at a 

small dance in Biltmore’s Rose Garden 

at 10 p.m. 

When guests arrived, they followed 

lighted pathways to the Rose Garden, 

which was in full bloom. They danced on 

a wooden platform with the Conservatory 

as the backdrop. Two orchestras alternated 

playing music for guests to dance the fox 

trot and other lively numbers of the era. 

There were fireworks at midnight, followed 

by an elaborate dinner, then more dancing 

until the early hours of the morning. 

“In a letter written by a party guest 

named Emma Camernor, she described 

the garden as a fairyland,” said Leslie 

Klingner, Curator of Interpretation. 

“Emma mentioned yucca flowers placed 

on stakes with flaming fuses, sort of like 

living tiki torches! I can only imagine that 

the dresses and jewelry and the whole 

scene were similar to something out of the 

The Great Gatsby.”

Spring is a wonderful time to enjoy 

lavish displays of flowers and fresh 

fragrances unfolding across the estate, 

from the earliest blooms in the vivid 

Shrub and Spring Gardens until the 

Azalea Garden blazes with color in mid-

May or later. It’s easy to spend a full 

day outdoors with family and friends, 

savoring the beauty of spring and the 

return of warmer weather.

Enjoy our  
“gardens of ornament”
Biltmore Blooms March 20–May 25  

Orchids galore! 
See some 400 orchids in 
Biltmore House through 
April 12. The setting in the 
Winter Garden is a perfect 
complement to our exciting 
new exhibition (see page 10).  
In the Conservatory, check 
out a fabulous orchid 
display suggesting the 
silhouette of the Blue  
Ridge Mountains.

What’s blooming 
now? 
March brings daffodils and 
flowering quince, while 
early April offers flowering 
magnolia and cherry 
trees. Mid-April debuts the 
spectacular tulip show. For 
weekly bloom reports, visit 
biltmore.com/bloomreport.
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After spending more t ime indoors 

during colder weather, the Vanderbilts 

and their guests welcomed the return of 

outdoor activities each spring. You can 

see the estate by horseback and carriage 

as they did, or try Segways and Land 

Rovers for a fresh approach to enjoying 

our 8,000-acre backyard!

“George Vanderbilt was intrigued with 

technology, and wanted the most modern 

advancements in Biltmore House,” said 

Dale Klug, Director of Explore Biltmore 

Estate. “I think he would have been thrilled 

with these new methods of transportation.”

Segways allow you to experience the 

estate at a good pace while also enjoying 

the unique motion of this high-tech 

vehicle.  “All our tours begin with a 

skills-and-safety lesson,” said Dale. “And 

the Segways are well-balanced and quiet. 

They are easy to learn to ride.”

Our basic Segway Tour offers a general 

exploration of the scenic area around the 

Lagoon and the hills behind Biltmore 

House, while our West Side Segway 

Tour covers areas most guests don’t see, 

including a visit to our vineyards and 

great views of Biltmore House. During 

this tour, your guide offers insight into 

winemaking, architecture, forestry 

history, and agriculture at Biltmore.

For another type of high-tech adventure, 

get behind the wheel of a powerful Land 

Rover and learn to navigate steep up-and-

down slopes, log crossings, and angled 

side tilts among the trees. These classic 

vehicles are remarkably stable and great 

fun to drive. Experienced instructors 

have you safely off-road and exploring the 

terrain in minutes.

The Land Rover Experience Driving 

School offers one or two-hour lessons, 

but for the total experience, the four-hour 

lesson allows ample time to put what 

you learn into practice. Not interested in 

driving? Enjoy the thrill as a passenger 

during a ride-along with our guides.

“The Land Rover lessons are exhilarating. 

You go slowly, but you are lucky if all four 

wheels are on the ground at the same time. 

I’ve probably done it a hundred times, and 

I still get excited about it,” said Dale.

Get in gear for 
spring adventures 

Take advantage of 
your Passholder 
discount!
As a Passholder, you and 
your guests save 10% on 
all our outdoor activities 
this spring. Schedule a 
Segway Tour or Land Rover 
Experience, or enjoy a 
trail ride, a float trip, and 
other outdoor activities—
there’s something perfect 
for every age and activity 
level. Discount not valid 
on Saturdays. Call the 
Passholder Priority Line  
at 800-413-9787  
for reservations.

Dogs must be 
leashed on  
Biltmore property 
Dogs are welcomed on 
estate grounds as long as 
they are securely leashed. 
North Carolina law prohibits 
pets from entering fenced 
enclosures protecting farm 
animals. Passholders who 
allow their dogs off leash 
on estate property may 
have their passes revoked. 
For all Passholder policies 
and visit tips, see  
biltmore.com/passpolicies.
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Construction is well underway for our 

second lodging on the estate: the Village 

Hotel on Biltmore Estate will open in 

late 2015.

  “Our guests were asking for more ways 

to stay on the property,” said Rick Conard, 

Vice President, Attraction Operations 

Support. “The Village Hotel is close to 

Antler Hill Village, so guests can easily 

walk to the Winery and the Farm, plus 

the shops, the Outdoor Adventure Center, 

and the restaurants in the village.”

 Located next to the Winery and Bistro, 

the new hotel will become an integral 

part of Antler Hill Village, blending in 

with the overall architectural look and 

feel including a charming pebbledash 

exterior featuring wood timber and brick 

coin detailing. Our landscaping experts 

are designing the beautiful surroundings 

for the hotel and parking areas.

 The look and feel of the hotel was 

inspired by the comfortable mix of country 

homes and cottages across the estate, plus its 

location in Antler Hill Village, which was 

the hub of social and agricultural activities 

for the families who lived there. Original 

structures in this area include the barn 

with its complex of work spaces, including 

the blacksmith and woodworking shops, 

and the Winery, which once housed the 

estate’s successful dairy operation.

 Guests can choose from 209 comfortable 

rooms providing a wonderful home base to 

explore the estate. Continuing Biltmore’s 

legacy of gracious hospitality, the four-

story, 130,000-square-foot hotel includes 

a casual restaurant and bar offering small 

plates, Biltmore wines, craft beers, and 

signature cocktails. For the convenience 

of guests on-the-go, there will be an area 

to purchase freshly prepared food and 

drinks in the lobby.

 Guests staying at the Village Hotel will 

enjoy a fitness center, outdoor pool, and 

complimentary shuttle service around the 

estate. We will begin taking reservations 

later this spring.

Building a casual way  
to stay at Biltmore 

The Village is open! 
Antler Hill Village, Winery & 
Farm are open during our 
hotel construction. Please be 
aware of changes to the traffic 
flow and parking lots while 
this project is underway. Learn 
more about the Village Hotel 
Construction Status at  
biltmore.com/hotelconstruction.
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A beautiful wedding on the Front Lawn of Biltmore House
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Planning something 
special? 
In addition to weddings, 
Biltmore is a perfect  
location for rehearsal dinners, 
showers, and receptions, with 
thoughtful details like custom 
wine labels to make your 
occasion even more special. 
Contact our experts at  
biltmore.com/groups-weddings  
and make your dream  
event a reality. 

A DAY IN THE LIFE:

Dream weddings  
come true at Biltmore

It’s a gorgeous spring afternoon, the gardens 

are in full bloom, and a string quartet 

plays softly. A wedding party begins their 

procession down an aisle carpeted with 

fragrant petals. The bride in a magnificent, 

flowing gown meets her groom on the Front 

Lawn of Biltmore House. After completing 

their vows, the couple is whisked away in a 

horse-drawn carriage to their reception in 

the Italian Garden, followed by dinner, live 

music, and dancing, with America’s largest 

home as the backdrop. 

Dream weddings do come true; just ask 

couples who have been married at Biltmore, 

named one of the country’s “most beautiful 

destination wedding venues” by Brides.com.

 For wedding guests, ceremonies at 

Biltmore may appear effortless but it takes 

a dedicated team of experts to assure 

these special days are perfect. For the 

past decade, this effort has been led by 

Beth Poslusny, Director of Catering and 

Conference Services.

“We could never do the weddings we 

do without so many estate employees 

helping us,” said Beth. “There are so many 

important details, from making sure 

the grass is mowed to knowing that the 

sprinklers are turned off.”

Some 200 weddings a year take place 

at Biltmore in 13 different locations, 

including Biltmore’s historic gardens, 

Diana overlooking Biltmore House, 

Champagne Cellar, Inn on Biltmore 

Estate, Conservatory, Lioncrest, and 

Deerpark. Beth and her experienced staff 

guide the bride and groom throughout 

the entire planning process, assuring that 

everything from chef tastings and final 

menu selection to décor is perfect.

During Biltmore’s peak wedding 

seasons in spring and fall, there may 

be a half dozen weddings taking place 

on the estate each Saturday. The average 

Biltmore wedding is 125–150 people, but 

smaller, more intimate weddings also 

occur regularly.

“We can arrange a wedding for two 

people with the concierge as the witness, or 

coordinate a small wedding that includes 

the ceremony, cake, and champagne,” 

Beth said.

Because they spend so much time with 

the bride, groom, and their families, Beth 

and her team frequently become friends 

with the couple, and such relationships 

can be long-lasting.

“All the weddings are very personal 

to me, and it’s gratifying that several 

couples have stayed in touch. Sometimes 

they will find me when they are back at 

the estate and we take time just to catch 

up,” she said.

As for Beth, she can’t imagine a better 

job. “We help people have a great time and 

a wonderful celebration,” she said. “The 

backdrop of Biltmore and the service we 

provide makes it easy!”
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Biltmore’s first vineyard was planted near 

Biltmore House in the early 1970s. By 1983, 

the vineyards had moved to the west side of the 

estate and the Biltmore Wine Company was 

firmly established. The first wines were known 

as Chateau Biltmore, with labels featuring a 

sketch of Biltmore House and a rampant lion 

drawn from the Cecil family crest, but the 

name was changed to Biltmore Estate Wines 

before it became available to the public. 

Renovation had also begun on the estate’s 

original dairy barn to convert it into a state-

of-the-art winery, complete with production 

facilities, a tasting room, and wine shop. Bill 

Cecil, son of William A. V. Cecil and great-

grandson of George Vanderbilt, assumed 

a leadership role in overseeing the project. 

“It wasn’t easy to turn an old barn into a 

new winery,” said Bill, “but we knew it 

was important to keep the integrity of the 

original structure, and that helped us make 

each decision along the way.”

When the Biltmore Winery opened in 

1985, William Cecil proclaimed that this 

was the property’s “most historic event since 

my grandfather had opened his estate to his 

family 90 years earlier!”

Fast-forward 30 years: we now produce 

about 170,000 cases of wine annually, 

distribute it via retailers across the southeast, 

and have become the most-visited winery 

in the nation. We attribute much of our 

success to the talented winemakers who 

have taken Biltmore from young vines to 

mature wines, beginning with Philippe 

Jourdain and continuing with Bernard 

Delille and Sharon Fenchak.

In addition to celebrating the Winery’s 

30th anniversary, this year marks a 

20-year milestone for Bernard as head of 

Biltmore’s winemaking program. He came 

to Biltmore in 1986 and rose to his current 

position in 1995. 

“When I first arrived, I thought 

Biltmore was breathtaking,” said Bernard, 

“and I was very excited in the sense that 

there was no real history of growing 

and making wine with vinifera grapes in 

North Carolina—no rigid and dated rules 

like in France—plus the opportunity to 

experiment and to play with grapes from 

different origins. 

“It was a total change compared to being 

a French winemaker.”

Bernard said the passage of two decades 

has been swift. “I think if you like what 

you are doing, if you are surrounded by 

coworkers you enjoy working with, if the 

main objective of the owners is quality wine, 

you do not count the years. Winemaking, 

growing grapes…it is all about team work. If 

you are part of a dedicated and enthusiastic 

team, years pass by quickly.” 

Bernard believes winemakers do not 

“create” a wine; they interpret it. He makes 

an analogy to music: “the music has been 

written in the vineyard, and mainly Mother 

Nature has the last word. We then get some 

grapes with potential and our job is to 

express this potential.”

Congratulations to the Winery, to our 

vineyard and production teams, and to 

our winemakers on their outstanding 

achievements over the past three decades!

Winery and winemaker 
celebrate anniversaries

Cheers for 30 years
Raise a glass to the  
Biltmore Winery with our 
30th Anniversary Release 
Wine! This fruit-forward 
red blend featuring our 
distinguished American 
appellation will be available 
in late spring to honor the 
winery’s anniversary.
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When spring arrives, most of us are 

ready to put away our winter things and 

celebrate the arrival of warmer weather 

by discovering new seasonal trends and 

freshening up our décor.  

By the time we’re looking for new 

products, the team responsible for 

developing Biltmore’s spring collections 

at Belk has already spent nearly a year 

researching and creating the new items 

that reflect home décor trends and appeal 

to customers.

Since 2006, we have collaborated closely 

with Belk Product Manager Debbie Stark 

to make many of these decisions, and our 

partnership yields beautiful products in 

our bedding, bath and body, and gourmet 

and entertaining categories.

“Debbie has 27 years of experience in 

home textiles, and has been an expert 

in product development with Belk for 

nearly 10 years,” said Christy Hodgins, 

Director of Marketing for Biltmore For 

Your Home. “She travels to the fashion 

runways of New York, Paris, Amsterdam, 

London, and Barcelona, learning about 

trends and translating them into home 

products for Belk customers.”

“Several seasons ago,” Debbie said, “I 

began to observe the emergence of blues—

everything from deep, dark navy, to teal, 

turquoise, and soothing aqua—and knew 

they would be a very important color story 

for our Biltmore programs. That’s why 

several Biltmore For Your Home bedding 

ensembles include different shades of blue 

this spring. Another trend in home décor 

is the use of natural fibers and fabrics for a 

more casual, relaxed feeling. Our Sanctuary 

bedding collection is made from 100% 

linen and features a vintage washed process 

that resonates with the more relaxed-but-

still-sophisticated home owner.”

Debbie also attends huge design 

trade shows in New York and Atlanta, 

combs through fashion magazines, and 

subscribes to color forecasts to accurately 

predict coming trends. In this process, 

she teams up with Lydia VanderVoort, 

Biltmore Licensing Director. With more 

than three decades of experience in 

textiles, Lydia makes an excellent partner 

at these shows and helps keep products on 

brand for Biltmore. 

“My role is to make sure our products 

reflect Biltmore’s image, and tie back to 

something historic at Biltmore House,” 

said Lydia. “And Debbie knows her 

customers, so she can say they will want 

a certain price point, texture, or product, 

and she’s spot-on.”

We invite you to check out what’s new 

in bedding, cookware, and serveware at 

Belk. Expect a broader assortment of 

products, from colorful and traditional 

to more subdued and casual, that reflect 

all the hard work from our team to 

ensure our collections are on the mark 

for the season.

Biltmore and Belk bring décor 
trends home from around the globe 

Celebrating 
Downton in  
our shops
The Gate House, Carriage 
House, and Marble Lion 
shops are featuring jewelry, 
linens, pillows, and books 
inspired by our Dressing 
Downton exhibition in 
Biltmore House. Be sure 
to see another beautiful 
Downton costume on display 
in the Carriage House during 
your next visit!

Sanctuary Bedding Collection
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If you’re a fan of the popular PBS Masterpiece 

series Downton Abbey
®

, the costumes from 

the show now on display throughout 

Biltmore House are sure to delight you. 

If you’re not yet familiar with the series, 

the exhibition of richly embellished gowns, 

distinguished suits, and servants’ attire is 

guaranteed to impress.

“The costumes are detailed and 

accurate, embellished with Art Deco 

beading and pearls,” said Leslie Klingner, 

Curator of Interpretation. “There is also 

a lot of jewelry, and the hats are fabulous 

with intricate details. The men’s suits 

have an array of different fabrics and are 

highly tailored.”

The award-winning costumes are on 

exhibit through May 25; the exhibition 

is produced by Exhibit Development 

Group in cooperation with Cosprop 

Ltd., London. The clothing was designed 

with inspiration from old photographs 

and historic patterns. Some are original 

pieces; others include antique decorative 

elements that inspired the overall 

costume design. 

These period costumes take us through 

history beginning in 1912 with the 

sinking of the Titanic, moving into the 

tumultuous years of World War I, and 

finally through the dawn of the Jazz Age 

in the early 1920s. 

Seeing the costumes in Biltmore House 

rather than in a museum gallery places 

them in context, providing a sense of 

how the house was used and the way the 

Vanderbilts dressed. Many of the Downton 

Abbey costumes are similar to what 

George, Edith, and Cornelia Vanderbilt 

might have worn.  

Dressing Downton: Changing 
Fashion for Changing Times
Through May 25, 2015

Members of the Crawley 
family from Season 2

Evening wear for Matthew Crawley and 
Lady Mary

©
 C

arnival Film
s

Exhibition produced by Exhibits Development Group 
in cooperation with Cosprop Ltd., London. Downton™

and Downton Abbey®. ©2015 Carnival Film & Television 
Limited. All Rights Reserved.
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“Just outside the Salon is a silk day dress 

and coat with exquisite decorative frogging 

worn by Cora Crawley, the Countess of 

Grantham, at the Downton Village Flower 

Show,” said Leslie. “It struck me when 

watching the show that this could be 

similar to what Edith Vanderbilt would 

have worn when she organized charity 

bazaars or hosted guests in the gardens.” 

Knowing the Downton Abbey costumes 

would be displayed in Biltmore House 

inspired Museum Services to research 

Biltmore’s archives for more stories from 

the same time period. New stories about 

the Vanderbilts and their servants—

available in the estate guide and the 

enhanced audio tour—share similarities to 

scenes from Downton Abbey.

In one interesting parallel between the 

PBS Masterpiece series and Biltmore, a 

Downton Abbey footman enlists in the army 

as a medic, is discharged after injuring his 

hand, and eventually resumes working 

for the Crawley family. In 1915, English 

footman Herbert Noble left Biltmore to 

serve in the British army. Edith Vanderbilt 

promised to hold the jobs of those who 

went to war, and though Herbert lost his 

hand in combat, he returned to the estate 

in 1920 and became a valet to John Cecil. 

Biltmore House itself is strikingly 

similar to the show’s setting at Highclere 

Castle, and the day-to-day running of the 

Vanderbilts’ home was similar to the kinds 

of activities seen in Downton Abbey. Many 

of the atmospheric details—kitchen noises, 

bells ringing, roles of the servants above 

and below stairs—provide an accurate 

glimpse into what life was like at Biltmore 

during George and Edith Vanderbilt’s time.

New! Behind-
the-Scenes 
Guided Upstairs – 
Downstairs Tour  
In this 60-minute guided 
tour, descend the back 
stairs to explore servant 
life at Biltmore. Discover 
cutting-edge technology 
that kept America’s largest 
home humming. Visit the 
domains of the butler, head 
housekeeper, and lady’s 
maid, then continue on to a 
suite of guest rooms to learn 
about grand house parties 
hosted by the Vanderbilts.

Take advantage of
your Passholder
discount! 
Save on guest tickets with
your Passholder discount—
bring your Downton Abbey
friends with you to enjoy the 
exhibition through May 25. 
Purchase online at  
biltmore.com/passdiscount.

Left: Lord Grantham’s military 
mess jacket 

Middle: Lord & Lady Grantham’s 
Village Flower Show costumes

Far right grouping:
(L–R) Madeleine Allsop’s 
debutante gown; Lady 
Grantham’s dress for Lady 
Rose’s Court presentation; 
original 1920s flapper dress 
worn by Madeleine Allsopp.

Below Left: Lady Grantham’s 
elaborate hat for the Downton 
Village Flower Show 
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Winemaker’s 
suggestion
Our Limited Release Pinot 
Grigio pairs well with the 
Carbonara. Winemaker 
Sharon Fenchak says its 
crispness and citrus notes 
complement the richness of 
the quail eggs in this dish. As 
a limited release, this wine is 
only available on the estate or 
online—and be sure to take 
advantage of your discount!

Learn how-to at 
these cooking 
demos 
Chef Klaassen is sharing  
chef secrets at three free 
cooking demonstrations  
this spring. All demos  
take place at the Bistro. 
Reservations are required. 
Visit biltmore.com/events for 
dates, times, and topics.

Now that we are raising quail at Biltmore, 

our restaurant chefs are thrilled to use 

their eggs in delicious new recipes. 

According to Chef Paul Klaassen, 

Bistro Executive Chef, “quail eggs are 

much smaller than chicken eggs; it takes 

approximately five of them to equal 

one standard chicken egg in a recipe. In 

addition, because quail eggs have a softer 

shell that crumbles easily, I recommend 

cutting the tip of the shell off with a pair 

of scissors or an egg topper instead of 

cracking them like chicken eggs.”

Chef Klaassen says, “their diminutive 

size means that making deviled eggs with 

them is no easy task!” 

Quail eggs pair especially well with 

bacon, black truffles, asparagus, caviar, 

and mushrooms. They are also delicious 

in this spring-inspired pasta dish.

Spring Squash Carbonara  
Ingredients
1 pound dried spaghetti

1 pound smoked bacon, diced

½ yellow onion, chopped

2 garlic cloves, chopped

1 pound zucchini, chopped

¼ cup plus 3 tablespoons fresh chives, 

   minced

1½ cups grated Parmesan cheese

2 tablespoons butter 

10 squash blossoms, halved lengthwise  

  (optional)

Zest of 1 lemon

6 egg yolks

6 quail eggs

Salt and pepper to taste

Method
Put bacon in a medium saucepan and 

place over low heat. Slowly cook until the 

bacon begins to brown. Drain most of the 

fat, leaving a few tablespoons in the pan. 

Add the onions and garlic and cook until 

translucent. Add the zucchini and cook 

until tender. Remove from heat.

Bring a large pot of salted water to boil 

for the pasta. When the water begins to 

boil, add the spaghetti and stir. Cook the 

pasta for 6–8 minutes until tender. Remove 

from heat and drain, reserving 1 cup of 

pasta water. 

Place the zucchini mixture back over 

medium heat. Add the pasta, 1 cup of pasta 

water, and egg yolks to the zucchini mixture 

and stir continuously. When a creamy sauce 

begins to form, add the Parmesan cheese, 

2 tablespoons butter, squash blossoms, lemon 

zest and ¼ cup chopped chives. Mix well and 

season to taste with salt and pepper.

Divide the pasta evenly into 6 bowls and 

top each with a sunny side up quail egg, the 

reserved chives, and more Parmesan cheese. 

Serves 6.

Quail eggs add interest to  
spring dishes
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Upcoming events

Celebrate spring with Biltmore Blooms 
March 20–May 25
Bring family and friends to see the parade of blooms 
throughout spring, including incredible orchids in the Winter 
Garden and Conservatory.

Dressing Downton: Changing Fashion for 
Changing Times Exhibition 
Through May 25
Admire 45 spectacular costumes from the PBS Masterpiece 
series Downton Abbey® on display in Biltmore House. Our 
enhanced Audio Tour that provides insight into the lives of the 
Vanderbilts and their servants is available for purchase.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt  
Sunday, April 5
Join the fun on Easter Sunday for egg hunts on  
the Front Lawn, plus children’s music and stories,  
magic shows, and photos with the Easter Rabbit.  
See biltmore.com/events for details. 

2015 spring release wine available  
Enjoy this fragrant, semi-sweet rosé wine with a label 
featuring original artwork by Denise Nelson of Shelby, 
North Carolina. Her delicate, detailed style and seasonal 
interpretation embodies the timeless essence of Biltmore 
welcoming the return of spring.

Special holiday brunches 
Deerpark Restaurant and The Dining Room at the inn are 
hosting delicious brunches on Easter Sunday, April 5 and 
Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 10. Deerpark is also offering 
a special Father’s Day brunch on Sunday, June 21. As a 
Passholder, you can bring unticketed family and friends with 
advance reservations. Call 800-413-9787 for reservations. Visit 
biltmore.com/events for complete information.

Free daily seminars at A Gardener’s Place
1 p.m.—Exquisite orchids for beginners
2 p.m.—Nurturing treasured houseplants

Get ready for another stellar Biltmore 
Concert Series
We’re lining up fantastic artists for our concerts this 
summer. Watch for the announcement of entertainers on 
April 30, with Passholder tickets going on sale May 5.

2015 International Rose Trial Competition 
May 29–30
Our International Rose Trial Competition continues this 
spring. Special events include a wine and hors d’oeuvres 
reception in the Rose Garden Friday evening with the judges 
and our own Rose Garden staff. Trial roses will be judged on 
Saturday. See biltmore.com/events for complete information. 

 Please note offers and events are subject  
to change; check biltmore.com/passholders  
for the latest information. Renew your pass at  
biltmore.com/passrenew.
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Do we have your current e-mail address?
Call the Passholder Priority Line at 800-413-9787 or 828-225-1319.

Call 866-208-9519 to notify us of your change of address.




