
 

 

Biltmore Gardens Railway  
By the Numbers Fact Sheet  

 
Now through Sept. 29, Biltmore’s Conservatory is home to Biltmore Gardens Railway, an elaborate G-scale railway 
with locomotives and railcars weaving through the historic greenhouse’s exotic botanicals and miniature replicas 
of estate landmarks. A second railway display is located in Antler Hill Village where trains travel past replicas of 
the Eiffel Tower, London’s Tower Bridge, and other European landmarks visited by George Vanderbilt during his 
world travels.  
 
Working from original floor plans, drawings with elevations, and photographs of Biltmore House and other estate 
structures, a team with Applied Imagination constructed the Biltmore replicas using natural materials they 
gathered from estate grounds. The result is a stunningly accurate version of Biltmore.  
 
Some facts and figures to consider:  
 
1,700 – The number of hours it took to construct the 10-foot-long replica of Biltmore House, compared to… the 6 
years it took to build the 250-room Biltmore House in the late 1800s. 
 
6 – The number of artists it took to build the scale model of Biltmore House, compared to… the 1,000 workers it 
took to build Biltmore House in the late 1800s. 
 
5,000 – The number of tons of Indiana limestone used to build Biltmore House in the late 1800s, compared to... the 
25 types of items harvested from estate grounds to create replicas of Biltmore House and other buildings. This 
included horse chestnut, magnolia leaves, hickory nuts, lotus pods, bamboo, pine cone scales, acorn caps, winged 
bean, star anise, grapevine, honeysuckle, ash bark, oak bark, pine bark, elm bark, hickory bark, eucalyptus leaves, 
day lily stem, rose of sharon, cedar branch, walnuts, stewartia, wisteria, turkey tail fungus, and contorted Filbert 
 
6 – The number of separate railroad tracks running through the Conservatory carrying locomotives and railcars 
around the buildings. The trains cross bridges and trestles on varied levels and through multiple rooms.   
 
8 – The number of estate building replicas in the Conservatory.  
 
7 – The number of artists it took to create all of the replicas in the Conservatory. 
 
3,745 –The number of combined hours it took to construct the eight estate building replicas in the Conservatory. 
 
8 – The number of buildings in the display at Antler Hill Village.  
 



1,050 – Amount of railroad track in feet required for the displays. 
 
1 – Amount of weeks to install Biltmore Gardens Railway at two locations on the estate.  

 


