
A Biltmore History Timeline 
 
1888 George Vanderbilt visits Asheville, North Carolina, for the first time. He decides it 

is the perfect location for his country home and begins purchasing land. His vast 
estate eventually totals 125,000 acres.  

 
1889 Vanderbilt hires architect Richard Morris Hunt and landscape architect 

Frederick Law Olmsted (designer of New York’s Central Park) to help with the 
construction of his estate. Construction begins on what will be America’s largest 
private residence. 

 
1890 Vanderbilt names his estate Biltmore, combining two words: “Bildt,” the region 

in Holland where the Vanderbilts originated, and “more,” an Old English word 
meaning upland rolling hills. 

 
1893 George Vanderbilt, an avid fan and early adopter of technology, attends the 

World  Exhibition in Chicago. 
 
1895 Vanderbilt commissions American artist John Singer Sargent to paint portraits of 

Hunt and Olmsted. Today, the paintings are on display in Biltmore House and 
can be viewed during the self-guided tour. 

 
1895 George Vanderbilt celebrates Christmas in style by opening Biltmore House for 

the first time on December 24. He welcomes family and friends for a special 
celebration at his new home, which boasts 250 rooms (including 35 bedrooms 
and 43 bathrooms). 

 
1897 President William McKinley pays a visit to Asheville and stops at Biltmore House. 

“At Biltmore, the luxuries of the library were lingered over with special delight,” 
The New York Times reported. “Mrs. McKinley received a handsome bouquet 
from Mr. Vanderbilt’s conservatories as she left the château.” 

 
1898 America’s most eligible bachelor goes off the market when George Vanderbilt 

marries Edith Stuyvesant Dresser in Paris. After a romantic honeymoon in Italy, 
George brings Edith home to Biltmore. Estate workers welcome the couple in 
grand style as they journey up the estate’s approach road. The newlyweds pass 
under a giant horseshoe made of goldenrod flowers with the phrase “Good Luck” 
spelled out in bright flowers. 

 
1898 Carl Schenck opens the Biltmore Forest School, the first forestry school in 

America, under the direction of George Vanderbilt. 
 
1900 And baby makes three! George and Edith Vanderbilt add to their family with the  

birth of their only child, Cornelia. 
 



1901 The community benefits when George and Edith Vanderbilt found Biltmore 
Industries. It is initially designed as an apprenticeship program to train local 
children in woodworking, weaving, and basketry skills. The program is met with 
great success and later becomes a cottage industry renowned for its artistry and 
craftsmanship. 

 
1905 Author Henry James visits Biltmore House, one of the many famous guests who 

enjoys Vanderbilt’s grand estate. 
 
1905 Edith Wharton, author of Age of Innocence and Ethan Fromme, visits Biltmore 

House. She wrote to a friend: “Yesterday we had a big Xmas fete for the 350 
people on the estate--a tree 30 ft. high, Punch & Judy, conjurer, presents & 
refreshments. It would have interested you, it was done so well & 
sympathetically...” 

 
1912 Fate intervenes as George Vanderbilt books passage on the new ocean liner S.S. 

Titanic, but then cancels the trip at the last minute. Mr. Vanderbilt’s valet, 
Frederick Wheeler, perishes along with 1,513 others after the ship collides with 
an iceberg. 

 
1914 The estate mourns when George Vanderbilt dies in Washington, DC, of 

complications following an appendectomy. 
 
1915 Edith Vanderbilt sells a significant portion of Biltmore’s forests to the U.S. Forest 

Service. She stipulates the land must be part of a national forest. Today, the land 
comprises part of Pisgah National Forest. 

 
1924 Wedding bells chime when Cornelia Vanderbilt, George Vanderbilt’s only child, 

marries the Honorable John Francis Amherst Cecil. Cecil is a descendent of Lord 
Burghley Cecil, Lord High Treasurer to Queen Elizabeth I. 

 
1925 A new generation arrives at Biltmore House! Cornelia Vanderbilt Cecil gives birth 

to George Cecil at Biltmore House. 
 
1928 The family grows again when Cornelia Vanderbilt Cecil gives birth to a second 

son, William Cecil, at Biltmore House. 
  
1930 The Great Depression affects Asheville, North Carolina. Cornelia and John Cecil 

open Biltmore House to the public for the first time at the request of city officials 
who hope it will boost tourism and jump-start the local economy. 

 
1942 World War II arrives stateside, and Biltmore House closes temporarily. The 

National Gallery in Washington, DC, sends many of the nation’s art treasures to 
Biltmore House for safekeeping during the war. 

 



1959  Biltmore House reopens. 
 
1959 The family business comes first. After attending Harvard University and pursuing 

a career in banking in New York, William Cecil returns to Asheville to take care of 
Biltmore House. At the time, the family estate is losing $250,000 annually. 

 
1963 Biltmore receives its National Historic Landmark designation. 
 
1976 The first preservation project in Biltmore House begins. Company profits are 

used to finish the Music Room, which, for unknown reasons, was never 
completed.  

 
1980s-1990s Ongoing preservation efforts return the estate to its former glory, and 

guests are able to experience more of Biltmore. Completed projects include the 
downstairs kitchens and recreation areas, Third Floor, Tower Rooms, Artists’ 
Suite, Mrs. Vanderbilt’s Bedroom, Breakfast Room, Bass Pond, Italian Garden, 
Conservatory, and formal fountains.  

 
1985 Uncork the champagne! The Biltmore Winery opens in a renovated dairy barn 

that’s  original to the estate. 
 
1995 It’s a grand celebration and changing of the guard as Biltmore celebrates its 

centennial anniversary. George Vanderbilt’s great-grandson, William A.V. Cecil, 
Jr., takes over as CEO of The Biltmore Company.  

 
1998 Vanderbilt’s legendary hospitality becomes a modern reality as The Biltmore 

Company announces plans for the Inn on Biltmore Estate, a 213-room luxury 
hotel. 

 
2001 The Inn on Biltmore Estate opens its doors on March 16. For the first time in 

decades, guests can spend the night on the property. 
 
2004 Adventure goes off-road when the Land Rover Experience Driving School makes 

Biltmore its new home 
 
2005 A milestone is reached. The estate celebrates the 75th anniversary of opening 

Biltmore House to the public. 
 
2005  Guests enjoy new stories about life at Biltmore with the opening of new rooms on 

the Fourth Floor of Biltmore House. Additions to the tour include three Maids’ 
Bedrooms, a Servants’ Hall, the Architectural Model Room, and the Observatory. 

 
2006 History is made! Biltmore welcomes more than one million guests for the first 

time. 
 



2009  Three years of research and hard work pay off when a suite of four never-before-
seen guest rooms opens in Biltmore House. 

 
2010  The estate adds more fun and entertainment with the opening of Antler Hill 

Village. The new addition includes a farm, Village Green, new exhibits, shops, 
and restaurants. Biltmore Winery also celebrates its 25th anniversary.  


