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· The Vanderbilts’ car, a 1913 Stevens-Duryea Model “C-Six,” is on display in the Winery at 

Biltmore. This particular model is extremely rare and believed to be one of only 10 known 
existing in the world today.  

· The 1913 Stevens-Duryea Model “C-Six” is a seven-passenger touring car and the first Stevens-
Duryea model offered with electric lights and starter.  

· George Vanderbilt spoke of his “love of automobiling.” Enamored with this new technology, 
Vanderbilt purchased his first vehicle in France in late 1902 or early 1903. 

· Mr. Vanderbilt purchased several vehicles before the eventual purchase of the 1913 Stevens-
Duryea Model “C-Six.”  

· Biltmore’s archives show that estate superintendent Chauncey Beadle, acting on behalf of Mr. 
Vanderbilt, ordered a 1912 Stevens-Duryea Model “Y” in the color “Purple Lake” through the 
Asheville Automobile Co. in July 1911.  

· George Vanderbilt may have been one of the first to transact an automobile “trade-in.” In July 
1913, he traded his 1912 Stevens-Duryea Model “Y” for the 1913 Stevens-Duryea Model “C-Six.”  

· Most automobile owners in the early 20th century rarely drove their own vehicles, leaving 
driving and car repairs to their chauffeurs instead. However, Mr. Vanderbilt learned to drive, 
and archival evidence shows that by 1919 both Mrs. Vanderbilt and Cornelia were driving, 
somewhat unusual for the era since women rarely drove in those days. 

· Because of the superiority of roads on the Biltmore estate and the adventure associated with 
traversing western North Carolina’s vast mountain landscape, several notable Americans, 
including U.S. Secretary of State William Jennings Bryan, traveled to the Asheville area to ride on 
the roads Vanderbilt had commissioned in his vast Pisgah Forest, which by the early 1910s went 
all the way to Buck Spring Lodge, the Vanderbilt’s mountain lodge at Mount Pisgah, and beyond 
through portions of four counties. 

· George Vanderbilt was given much of the credit for improving Buncombe County’s roads. It is 
not surprising, therefore, that in 1906 he was elected third vice-president of the Southern Motor 
Federation, a regional organization affiliated with the American Automobile Federation, a major 
proponent of good roads. 

· Edith Vanderbilt used the Stevens-Duryea “C-Six” on frequent occasions, as she was as avid a 
fan of “automobiling” as her husband. An article written in the September 1923 edition of 
“American Motorist,” a Triple A publication, states, “Unless hurried by her numerous 
engagements in behalf of public welfare, Mrs. Vanderbilt prefers to use the motor car to the train 
in getting around the State (North Carolina) to fill her appointments...Her love for the open road 
and the constantly recurring visions of what the development of highways mean to the people of 
North Carolina amply compensated her for the temporary inconveniences of bad roads. Mrs. 
Vanderbilt is a member of the Asheville Motor Club.”  


