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· “The Vanderbilts at Home and Abroad” exhibition details George Vanderbilt’s youth and 

boyhood travels, his courtship and marriage to Edith Stuyvesant Dresser, and the birth of their 
daughter, Cornelia. In addition to family life, stories about the family’s travels and lives on the 
Biltmore estate are chronicled.  

· A variety of personal photos and objects are on display. Especially noteworthy items include: 
· A display outlining the story of the fateful decision the Vanderbilts made not to sail on the 

maiden voyage of the	  Titanic.	  The occasion of this exhibition is the first time we’ve 
shared this story with our guests. 

· Edith Vanderbilt’s Louis Vuitton travel trunk 
· Authentic samurai swords, armor, and artifacts from George Vanderbilt’s 1892 trip to Japan 
· A 12-sided Tiffany & Co. coffeepot given to George and Edith Vanderbilt by President 

Theodore Roosevelt’s sister, Anna Roosevelt Cowles, for their 1898 wedding 
· Edith Vanderbilt’s personal Kodak cameras – a Folding Pocket Kodak camera Model G, circa 

1912, and her Panorama Kodak camera Model B, 1900-1903 – and a collection of private 
family photos 

· Napoleon’s chess set, which has been relocated from George Vanderbilt’s Library in 
Biltmore House for this exhibition. Guests can now see it much more up-close. 

· The Vanderbilt’s original guestbook for Biltmore House 
· The	  History of Holland House	  books, a set of gilded volumes collected originally at England’s 

Holland House, a gathering place for more than 200 years of some of Britain’s most famous 
thinkers, leaders, and philosophers. The books contain letters, prints, etchings, and 
drawings spanning British history from the mid-1500s through the late 19th century, 
including original correspondence from Queen Elizabeth I, Napoleon, Lafayette, and Lord 
Byron.  

· The exhibition is included in estate admission and is housed in the Biltmore Legacy building in 
Antler Hill Village, near the Winery.  


