
Vanderbilt and Cecil Family Biographies 
 

George Vanderbilt (1862-1914) 
George Washington Vanderbilt was the grandson of shipping and railroad tycoon Cornelius 
Vanderbilt and the son of William Henry Vanderbilt. An avid scholar, George developed a love for 
literature, art, and travel at an early age. In 1888, he accompanied his mother to Asheville, North 
Carolina, and fell in love with the beauty of the mountains. He later acquired 125,000 acres of land 
in Asheville, which became his grand estate. Biltmore, as it was called, boasted a 250-room château 
designed by architect Richard Morris Hunt and a beautiful landscape carefully designed by 
Frederick Law Olmsted. 
 
Edith Vanderbilt (1873-1958) 
Edith Vanderbilt, née Edith Stuyvesant Dresser, was a New England socialite popular in Newport 
and New York social circles. Hailed as cultured and cosmopolitan yet down to earth, she captured 
George Vanderbilt’s heart in 1898. She and George married in Paris on June 1, 1898. As George’s 
wife, Edith embraced an active role on the estate and within the community. She and George were 
known for their quiet philanthropy, which included programs involving education, the arts, and 
agriculture. Edith was an avid photographer and recorded many intimate moments at Biltmore 
House. 
 
Cornelia Vanderbilt (1900-1976) 
Cornelia Vanderbilt was the only child and daughter of George and Edith Vanderbilt. Born on 
August 22, 1900, in Biltmore House, her birth was an event heralded among the family and local 
news media. On April 27, 1924, she married the Honorable John Francis Amherst Cecil at All Souls 
Church in Biltmore Village. She and John later had two sons, George Henry Vanderbilt Cecil and 
William Amherst Vanderbilt Cecil. 
 
John Cecil (1890-1954) 
The Honorable John Francis Amherst Cecil was the husband of Cornelia Vanderbilt and father of 
George Henry Vanderbilt Cecil and William Amherst Vanderbilt Cecil. They married on April 27, 
1924, in a ceremony at All Souls Church in Biltmore Village. John was a British diplomat and a 
descendant of William Cecil, Lord Burghley, who was Lord High Treasurer to Queen Elizabeth I. As 
Cornelia’s husband, John played a significant role in the management of Biltmore until his death in 
1954. 
 
William Amherst Vanderbilt Cecil (1928-current) 
William A.V. Cecil is the youngest son of Cornelia and John Cecil. Born in Biltmore House, he was 
educated abroad in Switzerland and England and served in the British Navy at the end of World War 
II. A Harvard University graduate, he enjoyed a successful career with the Chase Manhattan Bank of 
New York City in Washington, DC, and was an officer with Chase in the International Department in 
New York. He returned to Biltmore in 1960 to oversee the family estate. He spent more than 40 years 
committed to its mission to preserve Biltmore as a privately owned and profitable working estate. 
Though retired from the day-to-day operations of The Biltmore Company, Mr. Cecil owns the estate 
and remains a dedicated and passionate advocate for the business of tourism in North Carolina. 
 



Mary “Mimi” Ryan Cecil 
Mary “Mimi” Cecil is the wife of William A.V. Cecil. Mimi graduated with a BA in English from 
Vassar College and earned a law degree from the University of Michigan. She was elected to the Law 
Review in 1956 and began her career with the Wall Street law firm of Cadwalader, Wickersham & 
Taft. In 1957 she married William, and then moved to Asheville in 1960 with her husband. Mrs. Cecil 
is known in the community for her work with nonprofits. Throughout her life, she has been a tireless 
advocate for education, social equity, the environment, and the arts. 
 
William “Bill” A.V. Cecil, Jr. (1958-current) 
William “Bill” A.V. Cecil, Jr. is the son of William A.V. Cecil and Mary “Mimi” Cecil. He serves as 
President and CEO of The Biltmore Company. He is also a member of The Biltmore Company 
Executive Committee and its Board of Directors. Bill is a graduate of the University of Colorado at 
Boulder, where he earned a degree in geography with a concentration in environmental 
conservation. As the face of The Biltmore Company within the community, he is a passionate 
advocate for community relations. He is a past chair of the Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce 
and has been a board member since 1997. In addition, he was a member of the Manna Food Bank 
Board of Directors from 2000 to 2006, holding the office of president in 2005. Cecil, his wife, and 
three children reside in Asheville.  
 
Diana “Dini” Cecil Pickering (1957-current) 
Diana “Dini” Cecil Pickering is the daughter of William A.V. Cecil and Mary “Mimi” Cecil. Dini is an 
active member within the family company. She serves as Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors 
and is a member of the Executive Committee. She also acts as the Family Office President, which 
oversees family business initiatives. Dini is a graduate of Sweet Briar College in Virginia, and 
completed numerous business courses at The University of North Carolina-Asheville. Pickering’s 
husband, Chuck, is Executive Vice President for Biltmore. They have two children and reside in 
Asheville. 
 
 


