
 

 

Chihuly at Biltmore 
Fact Sheet 

 
 Chihuly at Biltmore opens on May 17, 2018, and runs through Oct. 7, 2018, at Biltmore, in Asheville, N.C. 

 
 Chihuly at Biltmore is North Carolina’s major garden installation of Dale Chihuly’s work. 

 
 It is the first art exhibition ever in Biltmore’s historic gardens. Also for the first time, the gardens will be 

open on select evenings for Chihuly Nights at Biltmore. 
 

 A leader in the development of glass as a fine art, Chihuly is celebrated for large architectural installations 
that have captivated viewers around the U.S. and throughout the world. Chihuly at Biltmore will feature 
awe-inspiring artworks in both Biltmore house and the gardens, and is included in admission. 

 
 The estate’s gardens, designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, known as the father of American landscape 

architecture, will serve as a living backdrop for Chihuly’s works.  
 

 Garden plantings developed in collaboration between Chihuly and Biltmore’s landscape teams will 
complement the artworks throughout the estate. 

 
 New works and compositions designed specifically for the exhibition include: 

 
o Newly blown works 

Electric Yellow and Deep Coral Tower 
Alabaster and Amber Spire Towers 
Niijima Floats 
 

o New compositions 
Sky Blue and Cobalt Fiori 
Laguna Torcello II 
Fiori Boat 
Pergola Garden Fiori 
Burnished Turquoise and Erbium Fiori 
Amber, Citron, and Teal Chandeliers 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Artwork Details and Locations at Biltmore 
 
Sole d’Oro (approximately 162 x 168 x 168") 
Front Lawn of Biltmore House 
Sole d’Oro is Italian for “golden sun,” and comprised of clear, amber, and gold horns, goosenecks, hornets and 
hornballs. Chihuly created his first Sun sculpture in 1998, and as with much of his work, has since returned to the 
concept with new colors, forms and scale. One might say that Chihuly’s ambitious and boundary-pushing career is 
illustrated in this series. 
 
Laguna Torcello II 
Winter Garden in Biltmore House 
Named after a lagoon in Venice, Italy, Laguna Torcello, is part of Chihuly’s Mille Fiori (a “thousand flowers” in 
Italian) series, which began in 2003. Laguna Torcello II focuses on the gold color palette from this iconic 
installation, and features an array of Chihuly forms, including reeds, fiori, eelgrass, floats, and Towers.  
 
Float Boat and Fiori Boat (sizes vary) 
Italian Garden 
Chihuly first filled boats with glass in Nuutajärvi, Finland, during the “Chihuly Over Venice” project in 1995. After 
several days of glassblowing, Chihuly started tossing glass forms into the Nuutajoki river to see how they would 
look in the environment. As the glass floated downstream it was retrieved in wooden boats by local teenagers, 
inspiring Chihuly to begin massing forms into wooden boats, creating what would become the Boat series. The 
Fiori Boat, designed for this exhibition, features a vast array of Chihuly’s whimsical, nature-inspired forms, 
including herons, seal pups, marlins, cattails, onions, and reeds. 
 
Niijima Floats (sizes vary) 
Italian Garden 
Named for the island of Niijima in Tokyo Bay, and for the small Japanese fishing floats Chihuly would find on the 
shores of Puget Sound as a child, Niijima Floats are very likely the largest glass spheres ever blown (up to 40 inches 
in diameter and up to 80 pounds). The Floats are generally displayed in groups, either indoors or outdoors. New 
Floats were blown for the Biltmore exhibition. 
 
Palazzo Ducale Tower – Italian Garden 
Paintbrush Tower – Walled Garden 
Electric Yellow and Deep Coral Tower – Walled Garden 
Alabaster and Amber Spire Towers – Antler Hill Village 
The initial phase of extensive experimentation with the Chandeliers culminated in the Chihuly Over Venice project 
(1995-96) during which Chihuly varied both the shapes of the glass forms and the armatures themselves. 
Subsequent projects continued to challenge the artist to create large sculptures for spaces without ceilings or 
where the ceilings could not bear the weight of Chandeliers, giving life to the development of the Tower series.  



 

 

 
The Palazzo Ducale Tower, Paintbrush Tower, Electric Yellow and Deep Coral Tower, and Alabaster and Amber Spire 
Towers are a classic demonstration of Chihuly’s desire to mass color on a steel armature for dramatic effect. The 
Towers rise from the ground like huge stalagmites and have become iconic installations in Chihuly’s exhibitions. 
 
Sky Blue and Cobalt Fiori – East Terrace Biltmore House 
Fiori Verdi, Turquoise and Erbium Fiori – Antler Hill Village 
Pergola Garden Fiori – Pergola 
Cattails and Copper Birch Reeds – Walled Garden 
Chihuly’s Fiori demonstrate the artist’s penchant for organic, free flowing forms. In this series, which first appeared 
as Mille Fiori (Italian for “a thousand flowers”) in 2003, the artist has revisited and refined many of the forms and 
techniques that he used earlier in his career. 
 
Neodymium Reeds and Fiori Verdi – Italian Garden 
Red Reeds – Shrub Garden  
(sizes vary from 6-10’) 
Chihuly made his first Reeds in 1995 at the Hackman factory in Nuutajärvi, a small glassblowing town in Finland. 
The Hackman facility had high ceilings and large annealing ovens, allowing Chihuly to make these elongated forms. 
 
To create the long, tubular shape of a Reed, one glassblower must be elevated in a mechanical lift while blowing 
through the pipe to encourage the form to stretch, while another pulls the glass toward the ground. Neodymium 
Reeds with Fiori Verdi incorporates reeds that were made at the Hackman factory in Nuutajärvi. 
 
Burnished Amber, Citron, and Teal Chandeliers (A: 80 x 65 x 64") (B: 79 x 65 x 58") (C: 73 x 62 x 59")  
Conservatory 
Chihuly’s first concept form for his Chandeliers premiered at the 1992 Seattle Art Museum exhibition Dale Chihuly: 
Installations 1964-1992. The series, which reflects the artist’s longtime interest in architecture, was further 
explored and perfected during preparation for Chihuly Over Venice, an ambitious two-year project.  
 
Chandeliers can be made from as many as 1,000 individual pieces of glass. The elements that comprise Chandeliers 
can be bulbous, long and twisted, short and spiraled, and even frog-footed. Carefully arranged and attached to a 
specially-designed steel armature, the many forms combine to create an intricate suspended composition.  
 
While called Chandeliers, these glowing sculptures are not internally lit. Rather, the glass elements – which Dale 
and his team have named after things found in nature, such as split leaf, feather, hornet, stinger, and gooseneck – 
are externally illuminated. 
  
For information on Chihuly at Biltmore and Chihuly Nights at Biltmore visit www.biltmore.com/chihuly. 
 

http://www.biltmore.com/chihuly

