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George Vanderbilt’s legacy

This is a special year for us: 2014 marks the 100th anniversary of George Vanderbilt’s death and our

celebration of his life and legacy. My great-grandfather’s legacy continues today not only at Biltmore but

throughout Western North Carolina in the arts, education, and environmental stewardship. I remain

grateful for his vision and passionate about preserving Biltmore for generations to come.  

Dini Cecil Pickering, 

President of the Family Office and George Vanderbilt’s great-granddaughter
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The restoration of the Pellegrini ceiling painting in the

Library was a two-month project that required some

very careful maneuvering. I helped take sections of

the painting down and put them back up. While we

were taking it down, I placed mulberry paper over the

painting to hold the pigments on the canvas.

Wade Ledford, Painter

Engineering Services
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There are few places more beautiful this
time of year than Biltmore’s Shrub Garden.
Stroll down meandering paths that begin
at the Pergola below Biltmore House to
admire flowering shrubs including winter
jasmine, honeysuckle, and wisteria, and the
blossoms of dogwood, magnolia, and
redbud trees.

Frederick Law Olmsted, Biltmore’s
landscape architect, designed the Shrub
Garden to be a natural and informal
garden, demonstrating how a mixed
variety of plants were more visually
appealing than a green lawn. 

“Olmsted believed that a natural
looking landscape was the most attractive,”
said John Alexander, Landscaping crew
leader. “He once said ‘It is OK to remove
brambles if brambles are to take their
place.’ He wanted this area to look as
natural as possible and I think he went to
great lengths to achieve this look.”  

Biltmore’s gardeners rely on Olmsted’s
detailed plans for the Shrub Garden, and
use his drawings and old photographs to
maintain its historic integrity. All the
paths follow his design, as do most of the
beds. But it can be challenging at times to
keep the plants that Olmsted specified.

“Sometimes we can’t plant what was
originally there because conditions have
changed,” John said. “Perhaps a tree has

grown to shade the area and the original
plant can’t survive there anymore. We have
also replaced some shrubs and trees with
more pest-resistant species.”

While the garden’s overall layout was
designed to give a natural feel, Olmsted’s
plant selection was more exotic, including
trees and shrubs from many regions,
especially Japan and China. Today, there
are still unusual specimens such as the
awkwardly-named bladdernut tree with its
inflated seed pods, and paperbark maple
and Japanese stewartia noted for their
colored and flaking bark.

Several trees planted in the early 1900s
are significant features of the Shrub
Garden, including the magnificent purple
leaf beech tree on the left along the main
path heading from the house to the
Walled Garden. 

“On that same path is another huge
tree—a state champion river birch,” John
said. “You’ll find it past the entrance to the
Walled Garden just beyond the blue atlas
cedar on the left.”

We invite you to enjoy the Shrub
Garden’s mix of history and beauty
throughout Biltmore Blooms, and admire
the progression of blossoms throughout
all the gardens this spring, ranging from
daffodils and stunning tulips to beautiful
azaleas and fragrant roses.

Continuing Olmsted’s designs

in the Shrub Garden
Biltmore Blooms March 20–May 23

Selecting the very

best roses

Visit the Rose Garden on May

24 to watch international

judges determine the top

roses in our Rose Trial

plantings. Biltmore gardeners

will be on hand to answer

questions. Lucas Jack, our

resident rosarian,

recommends his favorite, a

deep red English rose called

‘Darcy Buffell’.

What’s blooming

now? 

March brings daffodils and

flowering quince, while early

April offers flowering

magnolia and cherry trees.

Mid-April debuts the

spectacular tulip show. For

weekly bloom reports, visit

biltmore.com/blooms.

Toast spring with our

commemorative wine

Our limited release Rosé of

Cabernet Franc, a semi-sweet

rosé with a touch of fruitiness

crafted from North Carolina-

grown grapes, is now

available in estate shops. Tina

Steenerson of Mauldin, SC,

created the beautiful wine

label art; she won our Wine

Label Design contest in 2010.
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While you are admiring the beauty of
Biltmore’s gardens this spring, don’t pass
by the Conservatory without a second
glance. The colorful blooms and sheer
number of different plants are amazing
inside this indoor garden that anchors 
the Walled Garden.

Completed in 1895, the Conservatory
embodies the late 19th-century passion 
for horticulture. It was a collaboration
between George Vanderbilt, Frederick
Law Olmsted, the estate’s landscape
architect, and Richard Morris Hunt, who
designed Biltmore House. Hunt designed
the structure while Olmsted weighed in
on the location.

“Olmsted wrote to Hunt in March 1889,
discussing several landscape considerations
including positioning the Conservatory out
of view from the house,” said Bill Alexander,
Landscape and Forest Historian. “This was
in keeping with Olmsted’s desire to create a
natural landscape and uninterrupted view.”

Like other conservatories in the early
1900s, Biltmore’s glass-enclosed building
sheltered exotic and tropical plants from
around the world. But this facility was 
much more than a pretty place to showcase
rare plants; it also fulfilled Vanderbilt’s
vision of Biltmore as a self sufficient,
working estate. The structure nurtured
tender young seedlings for transplanting

Explore the unique

Conservatory
An indoor tropical oasis blooming year-round 
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outdoors and housed gardeners’ workspaces,
tools and equipment. 
It’s also unique from other circa 1900

conservatories. “Ours has a full basement
underneath it; I don’t know of any other
conservatory that has one,” Bill said.
“Olmsted and Hunt used the lay of the
land to create a functional work space.”
For a building made primarily of glass, it’s

remarkable that the Conservatory’s design
and construction stood the test of time for
more than a century. In 1997, the structure
received an extensive two-year renovation.
“We focused on much-needed repairs

while restoring much of the floor plan to
the original 1893 design,” said Bill. “I believe
George Vanderbilt, who was fascinated
with technology and innovations, would
have been excited by everything we did 
      to preserve this historic building.” 
One of the highlights of the Conservatory

is the Orchid Room, where Jim Rogers and

Marc Burchette, orchid specialists, care 
for more than 500 plants in the collection. 
“Our collection highlights five major

groups of orchids,” said Marc, who also
serves as vice president of the WNC
Orchid Society. “A large portion is orchids
people generally know, like corsage orchids
which come in every color imaginable. 
We also have lady slipper orchids with lips
that look like shoes, and small yellow-
flowered dancing lady orchids.”
Marc most admires the diversity of

orchids, explaining that there are 25,000 to
30,000 species growing in every ecosystem
except Antarctica.

“They are diverse in every respect, from
the shape of their flowers to the way they
trick pollinators like bees or humming
birds, because there is rarely any nectar 
or pollen in the blooms,” said Marc. “They
are fascinating.”

Orchids in the

Winter Garden

From March 20–April 6 during

the first two weeks of Biltmore
Blooms, experience the rare
opportunity to walk into the

Winter Garden in Biltmore

House and see exotic and

colorful orchids up close. 

Visit our Easter 

egg hunt! 

On Easter Sunday, April 20,

bring your young ones for 

a traditional Easter Egg 

Hunt complete with the

Easter Rabbit, music, 

stories, and magic. See

biltmore.com/events for details. 

Biltmore’s community

impact 

Our first Community Impact

Report detailing Biltmore’s

economic contributions,

environmental stewardship,

and philanthropic efforts 

is available online at

biltmore.com/community.
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Dogs must be

leashed on Biltmore

property 

Well-behaved dogs are

welcomed on estate

grounds as long as they are

securely leashed. North

Carolina law prohibits pets

from entering fenced

enclosures protecting farm

animals. Passholders who

allow their dogs off leash on

estate property are subject

to having their passes

revoked. For tips and

reminders, visit

biltmore.com/policies.

Wade Ledford loves working at Biltmore—
so much so that although he “retired” after
nearly 40 years, he continues to work two
days a week.
While starting as a security guard, one

day Wade’s career took a turn when he was
asked to paint a room in Biltmore House.
He’s continued painting through the years,
while also helping with repairs and
restorations, refinishing floors, and doing
whatever else is needed.
“It’s easier to ask what I haven’t done

inside the house,” he said. “There are very
few rooms I haven’t painted.”
According to Wade, painting in Biltmore

House requires both extreme attention to
detail and some investigative work.
“I learned a lot from Museum Services and

professional restoration companies. So now
when we begin to restore a room, I do a color
analysis that includes viewing samples under
a microscope and slicing layers of paint to get
to the original paint color,” he said.

One of his more unusual projects was
restoring the vast Pellegrini ceiling
painting in the Library, made of 13
sections stretching 64 feet by 32 feet. “The
restoration company took the center
section down, put new backing on the
canvas and re-glued it. We built scaffolding
off the top of the railing in the Library, and
I stood on that to get close enough to
varnish the painting with a 4-inch brush,”
he said.
He has rebuilt the mantel in the Watson

Room, helped with stenciling in the Music
Room and the Tapestry Gallery, and
replaced gold leafing on the Front Gates.
His favorite part of his job is going into a
room to see what needs to be done, and
then restoring it to its original state.
“Every project I’ve worked on has been

rewarding,” he said. “It’s a pleasure to be 
a part of keeping Biltmore beautiful for
our guests.”

A DAY IN THE LIFE:

Four decades caring 

for Biltmore House

Wade Ledford in the Library.
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Take one look at George Vanderbilt’s
collection and you can see how much he
appreciated craftsmanship and artistry.
Biltmore seeks out partners who share this
commitment to quality to produce
licensed products.
Two longtime partners, Larson-Juhl and

Artaissance, draw upon Biltmore’s
architecture and artwork to inspire their
finely crafted products, and both have
spent many days in Biltmore House
studying and noting design features to use
in their products.  Larson-Juhl makes
custom frames and Artaissance creates
artwork in custom sizes. 
“It’s been a lot of fun to watch Larson-

Juhl staff members as we go through the
house—sometimes they just stop in their
tracks,” said Leslie Klingner, Curator of
Interpretation. “They look hard at the
details and they have high standards.”
The four collections in Larson-Juhl’s

Biltmore line include close copies of

original frames like the Billiard frames
collection and some frames inspired by
elements in the house. “They actually
came in and used calipers to measure
ornamental elements and the depth and
width of each frame section to find the
proper proportions,” Leslie said. 
For Artaissance’s artwork, members of

their staff spent a week selecting about
400 images from George Vanderbilt’s
books focusing on art, architecture,
nature, and travel. Then they set up a state-
of-the-art digital scanner in the Library
Den to get highly detailed images. 
“They captured very high resolution

images,” said Jill Hawkins, Biltmore
Archivist, who pulled many books for the
project. “It was amazing to watch.”
“It’s a joy to work with partners like

Larson-Juhl and Artaissance who share 
our values,” Leslie said. “They focus on the
details to create beautifully crafted products.”

Translating Biltmore’s beauty 

into products for your home

Bring spring into

your bedroom 

Biltmore’s gardens in spring

were the inspiration for our

beautiful spring bedding

collection available at Belk.

For details, visit

biltmore.com/bedding.

See more frames

and artwork 

Visit biltmoreforyourhome.com

for more frames by Larson-

Juhl and artwork by

Artaissance drawn from 

the Biltmore collection.
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Now open: Biltmore

Sporting Clays Club

We’re excited to announce

the opening of the Western

North Carolina’s premier

membership-only shooting

facility offering skeet, trap,

sporting clays, and 5-stand 

all located on Biltmore

property. A limited number 

of memberships are available;

call 828-225-1583 or e-mail

BSCC@biltmore.com to 

learn more.

George Vanderbilt was recognized as one of
the nation’s preeminent collectors of prints,
with more than 1,500 in his collection. His
wide-ranging tastes included etchings,
engravings, woodcuts, and mezzotints.

“Printmaking is a lost art today,” said
Darren Poupore, Chief Curator. “Mr.
Vanderbilt was a sophisticated collector
who appreciated the talent required to
translate paintings into prints.” 

Some of his favorite prints were after
paintings by the French artist Claude
Gellée, who was known in England as
Claude Lorrain or simply Claude. “He
was considered one of the greatest
landscape artists of his time, and was a
key influence for later generations of
landscape painters, including J.M.W.
Turner,” Darren said. 

“We know that George and Edith
Vanderbilt visited several collections that
held great works of Claude Lorrain’s
during their European honeymoon.
George collected several dozen prints
based on his work.”

Six prints from the Biltmore collection
hang in the Claude Room, a Second Floor
bedroom named for the artist. 

“Claude often added a twist to his
landscape paintings—in The Enchanted
Castle, he inserted the mythological
character Psyche. Including mythological
objects in his works gave his landscapes
more credibility with the critics of the
time,” Darren said.

If you look closely, you’ll note there are
actually two prints of The Enchanted Castle
hanging side by side.

“Many times a printer would make a
series of prints and come back later and
make a second series,” said Darren. “That’s
why there are two of The Enchanted Castle
prints. Look closely and you can see the
differences in the details, particularly in
the sky. Being a serious collector, George
Vanderbilt enjoyed having more than one
of the same print.”

To see these prints, visit Biltmore House
by April 30. The house visit changes on
May 1 to feature bedrooms in the Tower
Suite, and the Louis XV rooms rotate off
the tour.

“The prints in Biltmore House are often
overlooked, but when you stop to admire
them you see these amazing works of art,”
said Darren. “It’s a fabulous collection.”

George Vanderbilt’s passion 

for prints

The Enchanted Castle by Claude Lorrain.
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NEW! Exclusive

wine discounts for

Passholders 

We’re excited to announce a

new benefit effective March 1,

2014 that offers up to 25% off

when purchasing Biltmore

wine in our estate retail shops.

Please note this benefit does

not apply to wine purchased

for consumption on the estate

and is not available online. 

· Save 10% on 1–2 bottles

· Save 20% on 3–11 bottles

· Save 25% on 12 or 

more bottles 

biltmore.com/passholders 9

Every once in a while, Biltmore Winemakers
Bernard Delille and Sharon Fenchak create
small quantities of very special wines. These
limited release wines are handcrafted from
hard to find, high-quality grapes, and are
only available in estate shops and through
our online store. 

“When we discover extraordinary fruit
that we both love, we will buy it,” explained
Sharon. “We do this because we want to
craft special wines to share with our guests.”

Bernard and Sharon combine the
science of winemaking with their skillful
artistry to create these unique wines in
small lots, typically available for 12
months or less. They refer to the process 
as “experimentation” although there is
plenty of hard work behind each release.
Some limited release wines include other
varietals to enhance the flavor and finish;
others are aged longer or are aged in
different types of oak barrels, such as
French or American oak.

For 2014, Bernard and Sharon have
crafted five limited releases: Biltmore
Limited Release Sauvignon Blanc, Limited

Release Chenin Blanc, Limited Release
Pinot Grigio, Limited Release Malbec, and
Limited Release Tempranillo.

Our Limited Release Sauvignon Blanc is
aged differently from Biltmore’s other
Sauvignon Blanc—in oak barrels which
add creamy mouthfeel and notes of
toasted coconut and pistachios. The
Chenin Blanc is nicely balanced yet
sweeter with a floral aroma, and the Pinot
Grigio is crisp with hints of spice along
with classic citrus flavors. 

The Limited Release Malbec and
Tempranillo feature grapes that are less
common in the U.S. “We sought out these
grapes from California growers we’ve
partnered with for many years,” said
Sharon. “These types of grapes are more
difficult to find for wines made in
America, but we saw both red wines
becoming more popular so we wanted to
make them to share with our guests.”

Taste the difference in each limited
release wine that reflects our winemakers’
skill and passion, but try them soon
because when they are gone, they’re gone!

Taste the skillful artistry of our

limited release wines

Biltmore wines

getting a new look 

Look for elegant new labels

this summer that reflect the

essence of our fine wines. 
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Edith Vanderbilt with her
daughter, Cornelia, circa 1905.
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Remember your childhood tea parties,
playing dress up and pretending to sip tea
just like an adult? Why not host your own
tea party to celebrate Mother’s Day—it’s
more memorable than lunch or dinner,
and creates a wonderful reason to slow
down and honor the moms in your life. 
Alicia Barger, Pastry Chef at the Inn on

Biltmore Estate, recommends serving an
artful display of teas (with coffee for the
non-tea drinkers). She suggests offering a
mix of sweet and savory foods. “It looks
special to use an elevated cake stand to
serve sweets and a three-tier stand for
savory foods,” she said. 
“For spring, I like to make lemon poppy

seed scones. Orange pound cake and tea
sandwiches with cucumber and cream
cheese are traditional favorites, as are mini
quiches and chicken salad on croissants,”
Chef Barger noted.
Christy Hodgins, Director of Marketing

for Biltmore® For Your Home, suggests
decorating with lots of fresh flowers,
arranged in short vases for the table and
taller vases for a side or accent table. She
also says to pull out the good china for this
special occasion.

“If you don’t have enough tea cups,
check out a thrift store to find sets or a
variety of tea cups. They don’t all have to
match; mix and match is all the rage now
and adds wonderful interest to the table,”
she said.
Span the generations by inviting mothers

and daughters of all ages. Little girls love a
tea party whether it’s for two or 20. During
the party, ask guests to describe what they
love best about their mother and/or what
they enjoy about being a mom.
According to some historians, the ritual

of afternoon tea began in England in the
early 1840s with Anne, Duchess of
Bedford, who invited guests to drink tea
and nibble light sandwiches with her. The
tradition quickly spread and was popular
at Biltmore during the Vanderbilts’ time. 
“We have several archival photographs

that include tea,” said Leslie Klingner,
Curator of Interpretation. “We know that
Cornelia played with tea sets from a very
young age, and we have a photo of George
pouring tea for Edith.”
Other photos show George Vanderbilt

and guests having tea surrounded by the
family’s beloved dogs. Their afternoon tea
also included coffee and food, probably
small sweets, nuts, sweet fruits, and
teacakes, to sustain guests until dinner 
was served at 8 p.m.—which sounds like a
perfectly fine tradition to carry on today!

Host a grown-up tea

party for Mother’s Day
It’s fun for all ages! 

Serve tea in 

high style 

Dress up your table using

our reproduction Vanderbilt

tea service. It’s available

online at shop.biltmore.com.

Enjoy afternoon tea

at the inn

Treat yourself and a friend to

a relaxing afternoon tea at

the Inn on Biltmore Estate
®
.

White tablecloths, fine china,

silver, and incomparable

service set the scene for a

memorable experience.

Make reservations by calling

828-225-1699.

Cornelia Vanderbilt, circa 1902. John Nicholas Brown joins his cousin

Cornelia Vanderbilt for tea, circa 1905.
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Try these updated

classics

Executive Chef Kirk Fiore

has provided several

modern interpretations of

recipes inspired by

Deerpark favorites—see

biltmore.com/recipes to try

these at home.

Reserve your place

at Deerpark’s

holiday buffets

Sunday Brunch becomes a

feast on Easter Sunday,

Mother’s Day, and Father’s

Day—and best of all, there’s

nothing for you to cook or

clean up! Learn more at

biltmore.com/passevents. 

With great fanfare, Deerpark Restaurant
opened its doors in 1979 as Biltmore’s 
first full-service restaurant. Through the
years, it has provided excellent food as well

as a memorable location
for countless wedding
receptions, anniversary
parties, and decades of
high school proms.

Over the years,
Deerpark chefs have
watched food trends
come and go, adding the
more lasting influences

to the restaurant’s expansive buffet. In the
1980s, the trend was for anything
blackened. In the 90s, “tall” or stacked food
was the rage. And in the early 2000s saw
the popularity of sliders and the rise of
local farmer’s markets.

“I came of age as a chef in the 1990s, 
and I learned a lot from the tall food
movement,” said Kirk Fiore, Deerpark

executive chef. “We created lots of stacked
food which we called napoleons.” 

Today, Deerpark interprets Southern
cuisine with a modern twist, drawing
inspiration from the Southern Appalachians,
Low Country, and Louisiana. You’ll certainly
find classics such as Waldorf salad and hot
fruit cobbler on our buffet, but many dishes
are lighter.

“We’ve come full circle and comfort
food is back in fashion,” Chef Fiore said.
“We’re updating dishes today with less
sugar and butter and fewer sauces. We’re
also taking full advantage of fresh local
ingredients, which is another tradition
that’s come back around.”

Join us for Deerpark’s Saturday lunch
buffet and Sunday Brunch, and experience
once again the warm hospitality, delicious
Southern cuisine, and bountiful choices
that have made Deerpark a favorite of
Passholders for 35 years. 

Celebrating 35 years of 

Deerpark’s comfort food

Executive Chef Kirk Fiore
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Upcoming events

Biltmore Blooms
March 20–May 23
Bring family and friends to enjoy ongoing blooms

throughout spring, including fabulous orchids on display in

the Winter Garden for two weeks only beginning March 20. 

Join us for spring brunches 

Deerpark Restaurant and The Dining Room at the inn are

hosting delicious brunches on Easter Sunday, April 20 and

Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 11. Deerpark is also offering a

special Father’s Day brunch on Sunday, June 15. Visit

biltmore.com/passevents for more information. As a

Passholder, you can bring unticketed family and friends with

advance reservations. Call 800-413-9787 for reservations.

Free spring seminars 

Join us for these daily spring seminars at 
A Gardener’s Place March 20—May 23:
• 1 p.m.— Delight your door: Designing spring wreaths 

• 2 p.m.— Charm your table: Creating elegant centerpieces

Summer seminars from May 24–July 31:
• 1 p.m.—Herbs in the kitchen

• 2 p.m.—Success with succulents 

Dine al fresco with our Moveable Feast 

You’ll always remember this evening of great food and fine

wine held in Biltmore’s Walled Garden on May 23. Visit

biltmore.com/passevents for more information.

Save 10% on Biltmore activities 

As a Passholder you and your guests save 10% on outdoor

activities, guided tours, and wine experiences (some

restrictions apply). See your complete benefits at

biltmore.com/passbenefits. 

Summer concerts coming soon! 

We’re working on another outstanding line-up for our

concert series this summer. Watch for information coming

soon on performers and tickets.

Please participate in our 

Passholder Survey

We appreciate your feedback on how we can continue to

improve our program. See biltmore.com/passholdersurvey

for details on taking a Biltmore Annual Passholder survey. 

Visit biltmore.com/passholders to sign up 

for monthly e-newsletters and to get details on

events. Please note offers and events are subject

to change; check online for the latest information.

Renew your pass at biltmore.com/passrenew.
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Stay up to date with Passholder e-newsletters
Sign up by calling the Passholder Priority Line at 800-413-9787 or 828-225-1319.

Call 866-208-9519 to notify us of your change of address.
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